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SUPPORTING WORKERS AND COMMUNITIES

The Gippsland Trades and Labour Council has a new
Secretary, Steve Dodd after the resignation of John Parker.
John has now taken on the role of Assistant Secretary in a
role reversal.

John has been Secretary of the Council since 2002 and has
fought hard for the rights of workers and their families in
the Gippsland community and his achievements numer‐
ous.  
Included in his list are the fight to save Coal Creek
Community Park in Korumburra, Wonthaggi State Coal
Mine and Pakenham Golf Course.  He has been involved in
the fight against asbestos, assisting Gippsland Asbestos
Diseases Support (GARDS) to design and produce the
Domestic Asbestos
Home Removal Kit and
has been the driver of
the GTLC’s Just
Transition Strategy since
2005.  The strategy aims
at a just and fair transi‐
tion for workers and the
community as we are
moving through a period
of structural adjustment
and a carbon con‐
strained economy.  He
was a key member of the
Latrobe Valley Transition
Committee and is a
member of Coal
Resources Victoria.

His resignation comes because of ill health.  Diagnosed
with Motor Neuron Disease he suffered a setback earlier
this year when he had to have surgery for a brain tumour.
Illness has not dulled his passion for fighting however.  At
present he is helping with the campaign to remove the cur‐
rent conservative governments and will work with Steve on
the issues of transition.

Incoming Secretary, Steve Dodd, an AMWU Organiser, has
worked alongside John for the last 12 years so has had a
long apprenticeship!  A veteran campaigner, he and John
ran the local Workchoices campaign.  They secured a 20ft
caravan, painted it orange and went out on the campaign
trail.  They also were involved with the Country Cavalcade

and Sky Channel Hook‐Ups
across the region and
hosted a memorable
‘Farewell Dinner’ for John
Howard, who refused the
invitation to attend!

Steve, as new Secretary is
committed to continuing
the fight against asbestos,
continuing to raise aware‐
ness of its lethal legacy
and combatting the grow‐
ing rate of the regions
workers relying on fly‐in‐
fly‐out work.

New Secretary for GTLC as 
John Parker Steps Back
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Rally at Australian Paper Maryvale
Unionists and supporters rallied outside the gates of
Australian Paper’s Maryvale mill to protest the hiring
of New Zealand contractors rather than local skilled
workers.  33 have been hired by the company
from Hutec Engineering and PFS Engineering to
work on a maintenance shut.

Secretary of the GTLC and AMWU Organiser
Steve Dodd said the rally sent a message to
Australian Paper and to the community that
unions were willing to fight for jobs in the
region.

According to Steve Dodd, it is outrageous that
people are brought in from overseas when we
have the skilled workforce in the Latrobe Valley.

The claim by the company that specialist skills were
required was rejected by unions and workers alike.

New Secretary for Ballarat Trades Hall
Paul Clempson has retired as Secretary of Ballarat Trades Hall Council.
Paul worked as a Return to Work Project Officer for Ballarat Council on a

joint Project with GTLC.  At the end
of the project Paul stayed in Ballarat
and took over the Secretary’s posi‐
tion from Graham Shearer on his
retirement.  We wish Paul well in his
retirement.

Brett Edgington has taken over as
the Secretary 

Graham Shearer, Tim Gooden, Paul Clempson and Brett Edgington

Vale Athan McCaw 
(15 May 1978‐26 October 2014)
President: Ballarat Trades Hall

President of Ballarat TLC, Athan
McCaw, died tragically in a motor‐
cycle accident at Foxhow near
Camperdown early on Sunday
Morning 26th October 2014. Thirty
six years old, just too soon. Athan
was an ardent and committed
Unionist and will be missed by all.
An NTEU Organiser for Fed Uni he
was passionate about the Ballarat
Save TAFE Campaign.

Candidate for the seat of Morwell, Jadon Mintern, signed
the AMWU Pladge (see page 6)







GTLC 2014 Diary
20 November GTLC General Meeting

GTLC Office 5.30pm

25 November Asbestos Awareness 

Morning Tea: ACV/GARDS Office

28 November Asbestos Awareness Day Event

Morwell Rose Garden  11.00am

16 December Christmas Break Up

ALP Morwell Campaign HQ
Jadon Mintern, ALP candidate for the seat of Morwell, and his staff have
moved into the GTLC building for the duration of the State Election
Campaign.

Jadon and the campaign team have assembled a strong crew of volunteers
to make phone calls, conduct door knocking and attend street stalls but
they will need your help if we want to kick the Nationals out of Morwell.

Jadon and the team are making phone calls every night between 4.00pm
and 8.00pm out of the campaign ‘War Room’ at the GTLC. Even half an
hour of your time being spent on the phones would be extremely valuable.

Added to this, the campaign is run‐
ning street stalls every Saturday
morning at 10.00am until 11.30am
around the electorate followed by
door knocking between 12.00pm
and 2.00pm. Please feel free to
swing by and have a chat!

Without volunteers the campaign won’t be able to reach it’s objective
– kicking the Nats out of Morwell and replacing them with a local mem‐
ber committed to bringing back Tech Schools in the Valley, building
projects in the region to generate employment and re‐investing the
funds ripped out of our vital services by this Coalition Government. 

So consider this a call to arms!

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate to call either:

Anthony Naus (Field Organiser) – 0499 771 937
Michael Berthelsen (Campaign Manager) – 0433 833 185

Upper House Candidate Harriet Sheng
signs the AMWU Pledge (see next page)
with AMWU’s Kevin Roberts and Greg
Warren

Jadon Mintern and Daniel Andrews



 
 

 

II pledge to support Victorian   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Skilled Manufacturing Jobs. 

 

 

This pledge affirms my support for the AMWU campaign for local 

manufacturing content in state government procurement. 

 

This includes fabricated structural steel, trains, trams, buildings and 

components as well as all printing requirements by the state to be 

undertaken locally. Victoria will support local food manufacturers. 

 

I understand that a decent TAFE system is required to drive productivity 

and decent living standards for Victorian Workers which is why I pledge 

to help rebuild the TAFE system. 

 

I understand that our community needs skilled trades workers and that 

Victoria must maintain a credible accreditation system for those skills 

which is why I pledge to support a conventional apprenticeship system. I 

understand that low completion rates for apprentices is bad for 

employers and workers which is why I pledge to support the re-

introduction of apprentice support services which are delivered 

directly by the state. 

 

I understand that the Victorian Government is a significant customer of 

manufactured goods and services. I understand the social devastation 

of  rising unemployment and that it would be grossly 

irresponsible to ignore the governments procurement power as a tool 

to support local skilled jobs.  

 

I will support independent verification of local content in major state 

government projects to be conducted by the Industry Capability 

Network and that this organisation will continue to be funded to help 

industry replace imports with locally procured goods and services. 

 

I promise that I will advocate within my party and vote in the Victorian 

Parliament to ensure that the Victorian government supports skilled 

jobs by maximizing the procurement of local goods and services.  

 

I further pledge to support fair workplaces through union collective 

bargaining rights, and rights for workers to organise at work.  I will 

oppose any attempt to water down occupational health and safety 

protections for workers and their workers compensations rights. 

 

I pledge to seek the repeal of draconian move on laws and to support the 

reinstatement of the democratic right to lawful and peaceful protest. 

 

 

Pledged by candidate/MP   _____________________________ 

 

Witnessed AMWU delegate   ______________________________ 

  DATE          /         / 2014 



GTLC Associate Member Scheme
The Gippsland Trades and Labour Council Inc (GTLC)
has launched an Associate Member Scheme.  Union
members and supporters of the GTLC are being invit‐
ed to sign up to the scheme to support the work of the
GTLC. 

How will membership support the GTLC?
Membership will assist the GTLC to:

*  Build a stronger and fairer community – the
GTLC is committed to protecting the interests 
of workers and communities  as the region is 
going through a period of structural 
adjustment
*  Support Unions / Workers in dispute: eg: 
Nurses Dispute, MEC Dispute, Hazelwood 
Dispute and Yallourn Dispute
*  Support Community Groups eg: The Global 
Studio, Wonthaggi State Coal Mine, 
Wonthaggi Historical Society, Welshpool Jetty,
Gippsland Motor Cycle Club Junior’s Neil 
Street Cup, GEST, Moe Work and Learning 
Centre
*  Support local businesses – by joining 
members get discounts at local businesses.

How will membership support GARDS?
Membership will assist in financially supporting
Gippsland Asbestos Related Diseases Inc (GARDS).
Ongoing funding for GARDS will allow them to
continue to assist people in the region diag‐
nosed with Asbestos related diseases, cam‐
paign for the eradication of asbestos and edu‐
cate the general public on the dangers of
asbestos.
Where will membership fees be spent?
Membership fees will stay in Gippsland, to
support Gippsland and it’s workers.
How do I sign up?

*  Fill out an application form and 
return it to

Gippsland Trades and Labour Council
Inc

PO Box 240, Morwell  3840.  

Application forms are available at our office
or can be downloaded from our website at
gippslandtlc.com.au

*Or go to www.gippslandtlc.com.au and sign

up on line
How much does it cost?

Associate membership costs $5 per week

How do I pay?
Pay by direct debit weekly, fortnightly or monthly by
filling out a Direct Debit request form available from
our office, on our website or download form from our
website at gippslandtlc.com.au
Or Make an annual payment of $260 by EFT to: 
Gippsland Trades and Labour Council Inc
Bendigo Bank: BSB  633 108
Account Number   1397 50137
Where can I get more information /  forms?
Contact Val at GTLC Office: 5133 7684 or call into the
office at 120 Buckley Street, Morwell.

Know any businesses who may be interested in signing
up?   Let us know and we will contact them.

See next page for a list of participating businesses



Discount Offers for Associate Member Card Holders
Show your card to receive discounts

CAFE CREMA ON BUCKLEY
10% OFF ALL ORDERS $10 AND OVER
Cafe Crema
94 Buckley Street
MORWELL
Open: 8am ‐ 4pm Weekdays

HIP POCKET
Workwear, Safety and Embroidery
10% OFF ANY PURCHASE OVER $50
32B Vestan Drive
MORWELL.  Tel:  51333389

MORWELL ART AND FRAMING
10% OF ANY PURCHASE
49 Chickerell Street
MORWELL  3840
5134 5515

SNJ KITCHEN & HOMEWARES
10% OFF ALL STOCK

2A Church Street
MORWELL  3840
5133 0939

VESUVIO BAKERY AND CAFE
LARGE COFFEE WITH DONUT  $6.60
BUY TWO WHITE LOAVES ‐ RECEIVE TWO FREE ROLLS
23 Church Street
MORWELL  3840
5134 6019

ZIO'S PIZZA
FREE SMALL FOCCICIA WITH ANY ORDER
BUY 1 PIZZA AND RECEIVE 2ND HALF PRICE TO EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
40 George Street
MORWELL  3840 5133 9994

COOL AQUA SPRINGS
$22 OFF WATER COOLER
RENTAL:
$77 PA ‐ NORMALLY $99
1 Jane Street
MORWELL  3840

51330772

PAULLS CARPET CHOICE
10% OFF RETAIL PRICES*
54 Langford Street
MOE  3825
03 5127 2499

*Excludes any other special pricing

MAURICE BLACKBURN LAWYERS
FREE STANDARD WILL
1/7 Princes Highway
TRARALGON        3844
03 5174 8633





COMMUNITY
LINK Getting the message out

The Gippsland Trades and Labour Council wishes to advise that the views or remarks expressed in
this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Council or any of its members or affiliates.

Proudly supported by

The Gippsland Bush Telegraph

Published by:

Gippsland Trades & Labour Council Inc

Tel: 03 5133 7684 

PO Box 240,  Morwell

Email: gtlc@wideband.net.au

Website: gippslandtlc.com.au

If you would like assistance in getting your
message out, just give us your details and

we will endeavour to help

Provides support & information to asbestos sufferers, their families & carers.
41 Monash Road, Newborough, Vic. 3825

Phone: 5127 7744
Fax:       5126 0354

Mobile:      0407 274 173
Email: info@gards.org
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